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Where are all the students?
PHOTO BY CHAD GHIRONFounder’s Day participants enjoy a conga line to live music.
AS funds: the whole truth
By Adam Joseph, Staff Reporter 
Adam_Joseph@csumb.edu
Mystery and Associated Students are syn­
onymous to some CSUMB students.
Speculations about funds, “top 
secret” agendas, and multi-faceted con­
spiracies are some of the claims float­
ing around campus.
Yuri Beckelman, CSUMB’s new presi­
dent of Associated Students (AS), said 
of the accusations, “Why would we hide 
anything? We’re all on the same side 
going through the same process as stu­
dents at CSUMB.”
AS is a statewide organization repre­
sented at all 23 universities in the CSU 
system. AS oversees all student clubs and 
organizations. They pass bylaws, amend 
bylaws, resolves campus community 
issues, and promotes campus community 
amongst all students.
The students themselves at CSUMB 
fund AS. An Associated Students tax 
was voted on, and a referendum passed 
that would tax all CSUMB students 
$48 per semester or $96 per year. 
Essentially, the $48 fee is used to 
ensure “campus life for CSUMB stu­
dents outside of the classroom.”
The $48 fee was described by AS 
Vice President Ren Herring as being “a 
common fee at all CSU campuses.” The 
Associated Students of CSUMB have a 
2004-05 operating budget of $385,740 
which is used to fund the school’s clubs, 
organizations, The Otter Realm, salaries 
of administrative analyst assistants, the 
extended student center hours, campus 
events and much more. Any student can 
look up the budget, which is available on 
the FirstClass server.
FUNDS continued on page 5
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By Sophie Balia, Staff Reporter 
Sophie_Balla@csumb.edu
There is a contract for purchasing a house, 
a contract to have a cell-phone, and a con­
tract for a Blockbuster card. There’s even a 
contract to own a pet dog.
In today’s world of legal contracts for 
everything, it is not uncommon to sign one 
or two without even reading. With busy
By Irina Reissler, Staff Reporter
Irina_Reissler@csumb.edu
and Erin Lawley, Editor-in-Chief 
Erin_Lawley@csumb.edu
No Pandora telling our fortunes this year and 
reading our palms. Not with the absence of 
CSUMB’s traditional Kelp Kraze.
The Founder’s Day celebration took place 
in the main quad Saturday, Sept. 18 partially 
as a replacement of Kelp Kraze. 10,000 invita­
tions were distributed, yet many students weren’t 
aware of the commemoration.
“I think that students should have been invited,” 
Kali Viker, a SBS senior, said via e-mail. “Faculty, 
staff and community members were mailed invi­
tations. There was nothing that was directed at the 
students. The information posted on the general 
Web site doesn’t explicitly state that students 
were welcomed and/or encouraged to attend.”
The administration did post flyers around 
campus and listed the event in the “What’s 
Happening” calendar on FirstClass, but formal 
invitations weren’t sent to any current students. 
Many students felt shafted by the lack of publicity 
geared toward them, leaving them to think they 
weren’t encouraged to attend.
FOUNDER’S DAY continued on page 3
schedules, who wants to read a 50-page legal 
agreement? At times people even let impor­
tant documents slip by, which could have a 
serious affect on their well being. Proposition 
65, part of the Frederick Park housing con­
tract, is a perfect example of this.
Californians approved Proposition 
65, The Safe Drinking Water and Toxic 
Enforcement act of 1986, in order to pre- 








Political clubs engage students in issues
By Cristina Medina, Staff Reporter
Martha_Medina@csumb.edu
Recently the campus has experienced 
more politics than the national conventions 
themselves. Could this be due to the two 
new political clubs here on campus?
Both the Republican Club and the 
Democrat Club have arrived to persuade 
students to register to vote and to be aware 
of the issues that affect college students.
The Republican Club, known as 
Monterey Bay College Republicans 
(MBCR), arrived in September 2003.
Robb McFadden, executive director of the 
California College of Republicans came 
with a clipboard to get students to register 
to vote on campus. Kelly Bland (current 
MBCR president) talked to McFadden, and 
kept in contact with him to bring the club 
onto CSUMB campus.
The Democrat’s Club was developed with 
the help of Shaylla Chess. Nicole Rosene is 
its president, and Kersten Kelly is the club’s 
vice president. They developed the club’s 
purpose over this last summer.
The creation of the MBCR slowed when 
they tried to find an adviser. Bland felt cer­
The Monterey Bay College Republicans (MBCR) celebrate while the Republican National Convention occurred in New York.
tain departments lacked concrete reasons to 
refuse advising MBCR. After a long search, 
Administrative Analyst Christin Strang- 
Lopez, became the adviser for MBCR.
“I felt that it was necessary that the club 
have an unbiased adviser to support them 
in their goal of creating a successful pro­
gram,” said Strang-Lopez. She hopes to see 
the MBCR grow and recruit students now 
and in the future.
The MBCR currently holds 50 students 
nine of them being officers. However, 
Bland said, “the students have not felt 
respected as republicans feeling the looks 
and laughs of fel­
low students.”
The MBCR 
receives local support 
from the Monterey 
County Republican 
Party, which offers 
them resources and 
internships. “The 
club has tremendous 
support from the 
Monterey County 
Republicans Party. 
They have given the 
club resources, ideas 
and opened their 




members of the 
MBCR get laughs, 
the Democrat’s 
Club still hasn’t met 
to initiate. They have 
between 10 and 15 
members, but during
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Club Fest, they were able to get 40 sign-ups.
“The Democrat Club does not just wel­
come those who identify themselves as 
democrats,” Rosene said, “but welcomes 
any student with progressive ideals; that is 
the real message behind the club.”
Rosene and Kelly have felt respect from 
their peers both as students and democrats 
for establishing the club on campus. llene 
Feinman, the division chair of HCOM, took 
the position as adviser of the club. It was much 
easier for the Democrat’s club to find an advi­
sor than it was for the MBCR.
Feiman will not be instructing the Democrat’s 
Club and their duties; she will be helping them 
find information on issues and providing guid­
ance on tackling any obstacles.
“Advising instead of supervising is the key 
for me and what they wanted,” said Feinman.
Feinman didn’t initially hesitate to advise 
the Democrats club. However she felt it unfair 
to advise them when MBCR lacked one. Once 
she heard MBCR had found an adviser, she 
finally decided to serve the Democrat’s Club.
Both club presidents agree to have no beef 
against each other. Rosene welcomes oppos­
ing views to give students more options. 
Bland hopes to be able to co-sponsor a 
healthy debate in the future for students to 
find their viewpoint on political issues.
As far as student interest goes, Student 
Activities Coordinator, Mary Anne 
Drummond declared she hopes the politi­
cal clubs bring awareness of political issues 
whether they are good or bad.
Drummond hopes that other organiza­
tions will become involved in helping both 
political clubs to have more students inter­
ested in politics.
“It’s not a university experience; it’s a life 
experience to get involved.”
0n-campus polling place=no excuse to not vote
By Chris Gallegos, Staff Reporter
Christopher_Gallegos@csumb.edu
The days of students having to drive to 
Seaside to vote during election years 
are over.
Nov. 2 is the first time CSUMB will have 
a polling place in the Student Center. The 
polling place is non-partisan and has sev­
eral bilingual CSUMB students working 
there full time. The old punch card system 
has been replaced with new ballots that 
simply require you to complete an arrow
next to each candidate’s name.
While the new polling place on campus 
makes the process easier, it can’t help with 
voting choices.
Yuri Beckelman, president of Associated 
Students, said students should get edu­
cated about what they are voting for 
beforehand, particularly with local issues. 
“If you’re voting locally, you start see­
ing this as your home, your community” 
Beckelman said.
AS vice president Ren Herring agreed on 
the importance of student interest in voter
education. He also said the new polling 
place may not be here next year if enough 
students don’t vote this November.
Beckelman said if the estimated 1,110 
beds in the dorms and estimated 750 in the 
North Quad represented actual votes, the 
student population would have potential to 
affect local politics.
“We got hit very hard by budget cuts and 
the price of tuition went up around 58 per­
cent last year,” Beckelman said. “Unless 
students stand up on these issues, they’ll 
get forced out of education.”
Beckelman’s passion for the new poll­
ing place extends beyond statistics. It took 
him months of calls to the Salinas-based 
Monterey County Elections to convince 
them having a polling place at CSUMB 
would be a good idea.
Beckelman laughed as he relayed the 
case of UC Santa Cruz in which the uni­
versity became such a presence in local 
politics that they became hated by the off- 
campus community.
Something like that could never happen 
at CSUMB, could it?




“Founder’s Day was simply 
high-up administrators patting 
each other on the backs,” Viker 
said. “A university is nothing with­
out its students and the people who 
make it function everyday: the 
teachers, the food service workers, 
maintenance personnel, etc.”
“The pioneers and founding fac­
ulty were thrown a pittance but it 
was obvious that the important peo­
ple at that event were the admin­
istration and politicians,” Paul 
Alexander, an SBS senior, said.
The day was filled with activi­
ties, for those participating, to be 
involved in. There was a mini 
carnival on the lawn with a dunk 
tank, some played frisbee while 
others took a Fort Ord Alumni 
Association sponsored tour of 
Fort Ord. The transition of theold 
military base into what CSUMB 
has become is remarkable.
Speeches by CSUMB President
Peter Smith, Chief of Staff in 
Clinton’s administration Leon 
Panetta, Senator Sam Farr, and 
other honored guests were given 
throughout the day. Panetta talked 
about the dream of a new type 
of university, futuristic and plu­
ralistic, coming true as building 
the campus of the 21st century 
is established, and how proud he 
was of the accomplishments.
CSUMB has been an indi­
vidual-type university since it’s 
conception in 1994. As a grow­
ing university, CSUMB is facing 
some tough decisions such as 
moving toward a more traditional 
model with a narrowing area of 
creativity and experimentation. 
The intent of the founding faculty 
members was to make CSUMB a 
different kind of university, more 
modem in thought and process.
“Initially, we were told to be 
creative,” founding university and
American Gladiator wannabes try to knock each other off elevated platforms during the festivities.
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HCOM Professor Rina Benmayor 
said. “Now we’re being told to come 
into line with all the other universi­
ties. The tug between innovation and 
tradition is very strong today.”
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Two girls (I) keep warm on the chilly September day by dancing to the tunes of a band (r) on the quad during the Founder’s Day celebration.
The campus is still in the grow­
ing process. New buildings seem to 
be rising every year, the first being 
the Chapman Academic Center. 
The Visitor’s Center is up next.
“It looked more like a ghost 
town,” founding university and 
HCOM Professor Qun Wang said. 
“When I came here for the inter­
view, there was no campus, but only 
boarded up buildings, but I saw the 
potential of CSUMB and was really 
drawn by the Vision Statement.”
Wang remembers the first 
weeks, months and even years 
being hectic, the schedules and 
curriculum being created in 
the last minute and constantly 
changed. The 10th anniversary 
was the celebration of many peo­
ple’s dream, the true victory of 
their spirit.
But such a great event deserved 
bigger crowds.
“I equate Kelp Kraze with 
Picnic Day at UC Davis,” Jason 
Howard, an ISSM senior said. 
“No matter what, rain or shine, 
this event goes on.”
“I think the school would be 
at a loss if (Kelp Kraze) was 
replaced,” said Adriana Gomez, 
an HCOM senior. “In theory, 
Founder’s Day sounded like a 
great change. Be true to the uni­
versity statement and celebrate 
actual diversity.”
The original values of the uni­
versity are harder to see every 
semester. With things constantly 
changing because of the growing 
enrollment, the absence of more 
founding faculty members and 
new traditional professors walking 
rin the door, the fate of CSUMB is 
undetermined. Perhaps the next 
university celebration, no one 
special will be forgotten.
CSUMB students at risk for rare West Nile Virus
By Paul Wetterau, Staff Reporter
Paul_Wetterau@csumb.edu
The Indian summer prevails, outdoor lov­
ers frolic, and mosquitoes spread the West 
Nile Virus.
West Nile Virus (WNV) is spread To 
humans through insect bites and can cause 
one percent of cases to experience serious 
neurological illness or even death.
With 15 Californians dead and over 500 
infected, WNV has forced a $441,974 fed­
eral grant to stop the rapidly spreading dis­
ease. What’s worse is it’s here, on Fort Ord.
On Aug. 25, a house sparrow was found 
on the comer of California and Imjin 
Parkway. Holly White, CSUMB public 
information officer said, “A dead bird found 
near the campus tested positive.” Through 
e-mail, White warns the CSUMB commu­
nity to avoid mosquitoes at all costs.
CSUMB Outdoor Recreation students 
are vulnerable. Dr. Richard Joseph Jackson, 
state public health officer said, “I strongly 
encourage Californians to protect them­
selves from mosquito bites because we
expect warm weather well into October.”
Cyclists riding from the Frederick Park 
apartments to campus laugh when told the 
WNV kills. Regardless, mosquitoes buzz 
along, hungry and it’s not as funny as one 
may think. Students need to take these 
warnings seriously and protect themselves 
when they are outside. Use insect repellent 
when outside, especially in moist mos­
quito-infested areas.
Although most reported cases of WNV 
experience nothing, about 20 percent 
develop cold flu-like symptoms. Even
worse, “it may lead to inflammation of the 
brain (encephalitis), inflammation of the 
membranes and fluid surrounding the brain 
and spinal cord (meningitis), or inflam­
mation of the brain and membranes sur­
rounding the brain (meningoencephalitis),” 
according to Mayoclinic.com, a health 
information Web site.
For more information about the disease, 
contact North Salinas Valley Mosquito 
Abatement District at 373-2438 from cam­
pus and the Monterey area or 422-6438 
from Salinas.
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CSUMB Greeks fight stereotypes
By Alex Chapman, Staff Reporter
Alexander_Chapman@csumb.edu
A nightmare of dilapidated houses 
filled with toga clad, drunk children 
of privilege spend leisured days skip­
ping class, getting high, partying, 
hazing, vandalizing and violating.
These individuals men­
ace their campus, then slink to 
safety under the ancient decayed 
signs by which they are rec­
ognized: the three Greek let­
ters of a fraternity or sorority.
Standing between CSUMB and 
this horror is a small band of frater­
nity and sorority members known 
as the Multicultural Greek Council 
(MGC). The council is responsible 
for recognizing and monitoring the 
approximately 100 student mem­
bers of CSUMB’s four fraternities 
and four sororities.
Jay Singh, MGC chair and 
president of the Lambda Chapter 
of Gamma Zeta Alpha, swears 
CSUMB Greeks do it better. “We 
didn’t reinvent the wheel; we took 
the wheel and made it better.”
Singh said the MGC is fighting ste­
reotypes and bringing Greeks back to 
their roots as promoters of academic 
excellence, camaraderie and school 
spirit “We value different things,”
Singh said. “We’re opposed to drink­
ing and hazing. When fraternities do 
that, they’re labeled.”
Fraternities and sororities have 
traditionally and historically been 
problems on campuses, according 
to Student Activities Coordinator 
Mary Anne Drummond. They 
have reputations for elitism, dis­
crimination and hosting alco­
hol-fueled, raging parties where 
women are sometimes victimized 
and illegal substances are abused.
“We did not want that kind 
of system on campus,” she said, 
explaining that the most infamous 
Greek councils are prohibited at 
CSUMB. “Those organizations that 
have been the ‘problem children’ 
will not come to our school.”
All CSUMB Greeks are mul­
ticultural and new organiza­
tions must petition the MGC for 
acceptance, going through a strict 
filtering process and allowing 
students to decide for themselves 
what is acceptable.
About gender segregation, 
Drummond, a sorority member 
herself, maintains that such segre­
gation is protected under the same 
statutes that protect athletic teams.
Greeks “will not be allowed to 
have residences,” said Drummond,
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although she allows that the MGC 
may permit such infamous “frat 
houses” in the future.
“Greek Fest 2004” was held Sept 
2 at the Black Box Cabaret. Despite 
lasting until midnight with an over­
flowing crowd, there were no crimi­
nal incidents and no alcohol allowed.
Many people have criticized the 
Greek system as unnecessary, and 
that it won’t contribute anything 
to campus life beyond what estab­
lished clubs allow. Singh feels 
such criticisms are unwarranted, 
saying the difference is “it doesn’t 
end when the college career ends. 
It creates a lifelong bond between 
brothers and sisters.”
MGC co-chair and Lambda 
Sigma Gamma member Olivia 
Weatherbee also feels the Greek 
experience worthwhile. “Being in 
a sorority has provided opportuni­
ties that I probably would never 
have experienced otherwise. I 
have had the opportunity to travel 
and meet a countless number of 
strong women,” she said.
Some argue the Greek system 
violates the Vision Statement, a 
charge addressed by the Draft 
Proposal for the Development of
Prop 65
...from page 1
vent residents from exposure 
to toxic chemicals by issuing 
a warning of the existence of 
any harmful substances that may 
cause cancer, birth and develop­
mental defects. This proposition 
is in effect on the CSUMB cam­
pus, and yet many students are 
unaware of it.
Upon entering the Frederick 
Park Housing Apartments stu­
dents are required to sign a 15- 
page housing agreement; one of 
the pages in the agreement warns 
of harmful chemicals in the area 
including second hand smoke, 
car fumes, and poor groundwater 
and air quality.
The actual text of the Prop. 65 
defines a “warning” as “gen­
eral methods such as labels on 
consumer products, inclusion 
of notices in mailings to water 
customers, posting of notices,
a Perpetual Greek Community. 
“The purpose of the MGC at 
California State University 
Monterey Bay shall be to enrich 
the university’s Vision Statement, 
promote culture, pride, commu­
nity service, and enhance leader­
ship and academics.”
CSUMB’s 18-month experi­
ment with recognition of Greeks 
started with the spring 2004 
semester and will end with the 
spring 2005 semester. At that time 
an assessment committee will 
decide whether to make perma­
nent CSUMB’s Greek flirtation.
The MGC consists of a chair, 
co-chair, treasurer, secretary, his­
torian and public relations execu­
tives with two representatives 
each from Gamma Zeta Alpha, 
Lambda Sigma Gamma, Omega 
Delta Phi, Sigma Theta Psi, 
Delta Omega Rho, Theta Alpha 
Sigma, Epsilon Sigma Rho and 
Nu Alpha Kappa.
Meetings are held every other 
Tuesday in Residential Life 
Building 12 at 10 p.m. Public com­
ments, criticisms, and concerns 
are invited. “Anybody’s more than 
welcome to drop by,” Singh said.
placing notices in public news 
media, and the like, provided 
that the warning accomplished is 
clear and reasonable.”
“I know I signed the con­
tract, but I had no idea what 
Proposition 65 was,” said a 
Frederick Park resident who 
asked not to be identified.
Many other students are in the 
dark about Prop. 65 as well. But 
since students put their signa­
ture on the warning letter, they 
are expected to know about this 
problem. “They warned us and 
we signed it, so it’s on us,” stated 
senior Josh Moquin.
Along with other residents, 
Moquin just skimmed through 
the headings of most of the 
pages. “No one wants to read 
something that has the heading 
Proposition 65,” he said.
To view proposition 65 sim­
ply contact Residential Life and 
ask to view it.
Campus
Events
To post an event, contact Matt Fox 
via FirstClass.
Friday, Oct. 1
Training for Retention, Tenure, 
& Promotion candidates 
(including those due a Periodic 
Evaluation) is mandatory and 
has been scheduled twice this 
semester. Building 45, room 
104, free.
Wednesday, Oct. 6
Day of the Dead Wall of 
Remembrance digital registra­
tion. Bring photos and typed 
information about loved ones 
that have passed on.
University Center Lobby.
10 a.m.-2 p.m.




If you are interested in hearing 
what opportunities the FBI can 
offer you, then please attend 
this free event! No pre-regis­
tration is necessary.
Building 44. 2 - 3:30 p.m.
For more info on available 
positions go to www.fbijobs.com
Book signing. CSUMB 
President Peter Smiith will be sign­
ing his book, “The Quiet Crisis." 
University Center Living 
Room. 4-6 p.m.
Monday, Oct 11
“A Vision of Fort Ord.” Local 
political candidates will par­
ticipate in a forum about the 
future of the former Fort Ord. 
Refreshments provided. 
University Center Ballroom. 
7:30p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Contact Associated Students.
Wednesday, Oct. 13
Book signing. Vidor Villasenor 
will be here to sign his new book. 
University Center Living 
Room. 9 p.m. - 9:45 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 14
Nissan North America job 
opportunities.
Bldg 44.9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Please submit resume to:
DAWN.LEDERER@NISSAN-USA.COM
By Oct. 9.




CSUMB’s AS budget is the third lowest 
of all California State Universities. The 
highest includes Chico State with a $23 
million budget and San Diego State with a 
$16 million a year budget. AS is proud of 
their small budget, taking pride in all the 
effort taken to avoid gratuitous spending on 
publicity and t-shirts.
Beckelman said that the larger CSUs use 
their money for more luxuries, which in turn 
raises the student AS fees. “The Associated 
Students are very conscious of student fees; 
probably even more so than any other stu­
dent organization,” Beckelman said.
Some CSUMB students voiced con­
cern regarding AS commissioning and 
paying an artist to paint a mural in their 
office. This was suspected by some to 
be “misappropriated funds.” AS plans 
to start an “Arts on Campus and in the 
Community Program” as a way to show­
case talented artists’ work while helping 
to make people more aware of the culture 
and the arts.
Edward Chavez, a recent graduate from
the VPA institute at CSUMB is the first 
artist hired by AS. It is important to reiter­
ate that any CSUMB student can use the 
AS for funding an art project if they are 
completely serious and willing to manage 
the entire project.
Beckelman said, “Money for the stu­
dents, controlled by the students,” is one 
of AS’s main philosophies. Students only 
need to supply the passion, the will, and 
the desire.
On Sept. 8, AS held their fall kick-off 
meeting at the BBC to a surprising turnout 
of over 100 students. Beckelman stood in 
the center of a plethora of freshman shoot­
ing questions at him while bombarding 
him with dozens of first and last names and 
extended hands.
“This was definitely the biggest turnout 
for an Associated Students kick-off meet­
ing,” Beckelman said.
Statewide Affairs Representative Mark 
Weirick spoke about environmental con­
cerns of the CSUMB students.
One concern was about whether or not 
the tap water is contaminated. On behalf of 
those concerned students AS has taken the 
initial steps to hire water experts to come to 
the CSUMB campus 
to test and analyze 
the drinking water.
“We just want to 
make things better,” 
said Weirick dur­
ing the AS kick-off 
meeting.
Beckelman wants 
everyone in AS to 
make themselves “as 
visible as possible to 
the student body.” 
Beckelman has been 
on a tour to every 
lower division fresh­
man class where he 
has spoken to all the 
new students to raise 
awareness of AS and 
how they could get 
involved with the 
organization.
All other CSUMB 
students that haven’t 
heard Beckelman’s 
speech on who and 
what AS is all about 
should simply check 
out one of their meet­
ings. Every Monday 
at 12:15 p.m. there 
is a public forum 
held in the confer­
ence room of the 
University Center.
WOULDN’T THOSE RAMEN NOODLES
TASTE BETTER IN FRONT OF THE TV?
 Comcast
Standard Cable with HBO 
  $74.99 per monthand  for 9 months’
High-Speed Internet: Free Installation 
Call 1-888-824-8462
or visit us at www.comcast.com
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Share this great rate 
with your roommates:
4 roommates...... $18.75/ each
3 roommates...... $25.00/ each
2 roommates...... $37.50/ each
Comcast
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Running as a team
By Louie Vicuna, Staff Reporter
LUIS_VICUNA@CSUMB.EDU
The most running a typical 
CSUMB student does is to an 8 
a.m. class on Friday morning, but 
for the Otter cross country teams 
40 miles a week is standard.
“In every sport you have to have 
talent,” said Head Coach Yi Mao, 
who oversees both the men’s and 
women’s teams. “But for distance 
running, dedication and determi­
nation are extremely important. A 
runner’s determination and charac­
ter is a priority even more so than 
natural talent.”
The cross country teams usu­
ally run those weekly 40 miles 
around the backcountry of Fort 
Ord and up the hills of Toro Park 
in Salinas. According to Mao, the 
training doesn’t only focus on 
the fastest runners. Pushing the 
slower runners and encouraging 
them to improve is vital to team 
success as well.
‘There is nothing 
better than working 
with young athletes 
and runners ...l am 
extremely happy with 
my job.”
-HEAD COACH YI MAO
As the cross country teams 
continue through the year they 
will face different challenges, the 
most obvious being the move to 
a new conference, the California 
Collegiate Athletic Association 
(CCAA), and entrance into NCAA 
Div II. “We are going to have a 
tough year,” Mao said. “Every 
body has been working hard. We 
have to mentally prepare for the 
different runners.”
Mao approaches the challenge 
of getting the most out of each 
athlete by establishing a strong 
sense of team. To be successful 
this year, Mao said he’ll “have to 
get a devoted sense of team spirit 
and not focus on individuals.”
“We have to rely on our team 
leaders to get the whole team 
going,” added Mao.
Ernesto Rojas, a sophomore 
captain who maintains a 4.0 GPA, 
is one of those leaders. According 
to his coach, Rojas is not only a 
stellar student, but a stellar runner 
as well, achieving his full poten­
tial on and off the trail.
Setting up schools to race 
against has been another of the 
challenges faced this year by 
CSUMB’s distance runners, since 
schools from their former confer­
ence (Cal-Pac) aren’t obligated to 
run against the Otters anymore.
It almost reached the point 
where the CSUMB Invitational 
was about to be cancelled, but 
Mao was determined to race even 
if only one other school showed 
up. “We have to keep that tradi­
tion going,” said Mao.
Mao, the longest tenured coach 
at CSUMB in his eighth year, 
believes in implementing the vision 
statement in his cross-country pro­
gram, by helping and encouraging 
students to realize their potential to 
run and go to college.
“Most of our runners come from 
lower socio-economic areas,” said 
Mao. “We want to give them the 
opportunity to go to school and 
play sports.”
“The kids really understand and 
appreciates how hard he works 
for them,” said athletic director 
Bill Trumbo. “Coach Mao has a 
feel for developing and training a 
team. He brings a wealth of back­
ground experience.”
Originally from Beijing, China, 
Mao competed for the Chinese 
National Team from 1980 - 83. 
He has a B.S. from the Beijing 
Institute for Physical Education 
and received an M.S. from 
Washington State University.
Mao said on the cross-country 
Web site, “Running is not a job 
for me; it is part of my life.” In 
person he was able to elaborate.
“There is nothing better than 
working with young athletes and 
runners. They are active and very 
driven. I am extremely happy 
with my job.”
The CSUMB cross country team picks up the pace to get ready for the CCAA Championships on October 23.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY ERIC PALMER
Joe Otter speaks
CSUMB’s mascot steps away from the 
limelight for a quick Q&A with Realm’s 
sports editor, Darrell Hirashima
By Darrell Hirashima, Sports Editor 
Darrell_Hirashima@csumb.edu
Darrell Hirashima: Thanks for 
meeting with me; I know you 
have a busy schedule.
Joe Otter: Don’t mention it, 
anything for the Otter Realm.
DH: Let’s talk about the grow­
ing legion of fans coming out to 
support CSUMB athletics this 
year. How have you seen the 
atmosphere change over the last 
couple years?
JO: It’s definitely changed, and I 
love it. I used to be all by myself 
cheering for these wonderful 
kids; now students actually step 
away from their pretentious self- 
importance for a few hours a 
week to support the teams.
DH: What about the Kelp Bed 
Krazies? That group of guys who 
come out to the games wearing 
body paint, crazy hats and little 
else. Have you seen them?
JO: The other night at the wom­
en’s volleyball game I saw a little 
too much of them. The Krazies 
decided to take a page out of the 
volleyball team’s book, and don 
black spandex as their official 
uniform for the night.
DH: At least they had a lot of 
freedom of movement.
JO: There was a lot freely mov­
ing movement that I didn’t care to 
see that much.
DH: What? Were you looking?
JO: Trust me, I tried to look 
away. But anyway, the other fans 
I like are the rowdies who bring 
couches and lawn chairs to the 
soccer games. The opposition 
always gets an earful when they 
come to play at CSUMB.
DH: Is that really sportsman-like, 
to harass other student athletes 
just because they’re from a differ­
ent school?
JO: Listen, if another school 
comes to challenge the Green,
OTTER REALM ARCHIVE PHOTO
Joe Otter, CSUMB’s 10-foot furry mascot, 
puts on a smile.
Gold and Teal of CSUMB, then 
they are fair game to be heckled, 
abused and basically emotion­
ally tom down to the point of 
questioning their own self worth. 
That’s what being a fan is all 
about.
DH: Fair enough. But do we 
actually use teal as a school 
color?
JO: Sorry, times up! I’m a very 
busy mascot. Maybe we can fin­
ish another time. Until then, Go 
Otters!
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Uncommon 
Sense
By Darrell Hiroshima, Sports Editor
DARRELL_HlRA$HtMA@CSUMB.EDU
“Still Undefeated.”
The back of the t-shirt says it all. 
CSUMB students make a living off 
finding the brighter and lighter side of 
something that looks disheartening to 
outsiders. So when we think of CSUMB 
football, Otters want to focus on the lack 
of losses rather than the lack of actual 
games played, or, for that matter, the lack 
of an actual team.
But if all we ever concentrated on was 
the lack of various details on this campus, 
then this little converted military base we 
call home wouldn’t have gotten very far. 
Still, the absence of CSUMB football 
at the beginning of pigskin season does 
render a minor sting that even our mock 
Otter football shirts can hardly sooth.
Add it to the fact that the 49ers, Raiders 
and Chargers were all picked to finish third 
or worse in their respectful divisions by 
Sports Illustrated, and it looks like a dismal 
season for football fans at CSUMB.
It could be worse though, you could be 
a hockey fan. Most Otters think the term 
lockout refers to when they forget their 
dorm keys inside their dorm, or what 
their parents used to do when they came 
home at 3 a.m. after a night of binge 
drinking. But for faithful hockey fans, 
the term lockout now means they will be 
relegated to a winter of watching, heaven 
forbid, basketball on TV.
Sorry Sharks fans, I know San Jose 
was close last year, but it will be back 
to Warriors basketball as the only option 
once football and baseball end. But the 
Warriors will be fun to watch this year, 
and not only because of their basketball 
skills, so don’t fret.
After a decade without a playoff 
appearance, a young roster, new coaches 
and a fresh front office, the Warriors 
are going to try and recapture the com­
petitiveness not seen at the Oakland 
Coliseum since the days of Run TMC 
(Tim, Mitch and Chris for those of you 
who don’t know).
Ever see an airplane try to pull up after 
a 10,000-foot nose dive? Yeah, it’s kind of 
like that. But for the Otter faithful, those 
are just the kind of odds we live for.
________________ Sports____________________
Fall sports enter full swing
By Darrell Hiroshima, Sports Editor
Darrell_Hirashima@csumb.edu
Soccer
CSUMB athletics will be living by the 
“sink or swim” theory this year.
Competing in one of the toughest con­
ferences in the country, the California 
Collegiate Athletic Association (CCAA), 
doesn’t leave a lot of room for error. And 
after more than a month of getting their 
feet wet, the Otters now have to worry 
about keeping their head above water
No one expected any less. The coaches 
knew about the recruiting advantages, the 
players knew about a jump in athleticism, 
the fans knew about the ... well, the fans 
actually didn’t care as long as they could 
still heckle CSUMB’s opponents.
Otter soccer players on both the men’s and 
women’s team have found W’s hard to come 
by in the opening rounds of CCAA confer­
ence play. So as they look ahead, CSUMB 
will need to focus on learning from their 
mistakes rather than dwelling on them.
“We’re on a two-year mission,” said 
men’s head coach Artie Cairel of the Otters 
uphill battle toward respectability.
CSUMB’s youth is evident not only 
in the university’s age and the soccer 
program’s newbie status in the CCAA, but 
also in the number of freshman athletes 
making contributions to each team.
“They typify the mentality we are try­
ing to develop here,” said Cairel of his 
particular freshmen.
Men’s soccer was able to pull off a win 
against the Cal Poly Pomona Broncos on 
Sept. 17 in the Otter’s first conference 
challenge of the season. Jarrett Bower 
assisted Kyle Millerick on a goal to give 
CSUMB a 1-0 lead, and the victory. But 
CSUMB couldn’t stay hot and fell to 
CCAA powerhouse Cal State Dominguez
Solo efforts ensure team success
By Mike Gallo, Staff Reporter
Mike_Gallo@csumb.edu
With only a few more tournaments to go 
before the fall season ends, CSUMB’s 
women’s golf team is pulling together to 
get the most out of each other.
“I love everyone on the team,” said Katy 
Murphy, a junior golfer who transferred 
from Cabrillo College.
Murphy, who finished first last year at 
the Grand Canyon Fall Invitational, said 
that October will be an exciting month for
Hills two days later 0-5.
The women’s soccer team has also seen 
better days. After opening the season with 
a win and a tie, the Otters have had a tough 
time following up on what looked like a 
solid start. Scoreless in four straight losses, 
solutions come about as easy as shots on 
goal in this highly competitive conference.
The scoring drought ended last weekend 
when senior midfielder Brittani Donnachie 
was able to knock one in against San 
Francisco State. One was not enough how­
ever, as the Otters fell 1-3 that day. Two 
days later on Sep. 26, CSUMB lost 1-2 at 
Sonoma State University.
The men's team accompanied the women 
to both games and were unable to fair any 
better. The men held their opponents to one 
and two goals a piece, but couldn't get the 
ball in the net themselves. Check Athletic
the Otters. On Oct. 10-12 the women’s golf 
team will be in Bellingham, Wash, at the 
Western Washington Invitational, and on 
Oct. 24-26 CSUMB will host the GolfMart 
Lady Otter Invitational at Black Horse Golf 
Course, with 21 schools from Hawaii to 
Nebraska coming to play.
2004-05 women’s golf is a team com­
prised of mostly underclassmen, with Faren 
Lauser and Anna Pozzi as the group’s only 
senior leadership.
“This team is carried by the seniors,” 
said head coach Marcia Juergens. “But, we 
also have a strong recruiting class for next
Events for the next home game.
Volleyball
When visiting teams come to the “Kelp 
Bed” to face the Otter volleyball team, 
there are always a few things they can be 
sure of. Specifically, a tough match, high- 
energy competition and constant harass­
ment from the “Krazies.”
Luckily for CSUMB’s opponent, the 
“Kelp Bed Krazies” had a chance to concen­
trate on cheering for their own team, rather 
than heckle the opposition, when volleyball 
ended their September slump against the 
Dominican University Penguins.
In anon-conference match on Sept. 21, the 
Otters took down Dominican in three straight 
games. The evening was highlighted by
FALL SPORTS continued on page 8
year, so we are really excited about this 
year and next.”
On Oct. 6 CSUMB golf will host the 
ninth annual President’s Cup Invitational, 
with all proceeds going to benefit the 
Athletic Department through scholarships 
and new equipment. One of the Athletic 
Department’s most important annual fund­
raisers, the President’s Cup will feature a 
BBQ lunch, raffles, a new car for the first 
hole-in-one, and choice of course and for­
mat. The field will be open to 240 golfers.
GOLF continued on page 8
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PHOTO BY MIKE GALLOSenior Amanda “Mandy” Higi looks to advance the ball upfield.
Sports
Break out the sex wax
By Les Lamcke, Staff Reporter
Leslie_Lamcke@csumb . EDU
For some surfing is a universal 
language. Paddling out in the chill­
ing water early in the morning is a 
ritual for many CSUMB students.
Watching the sunset behind 
a set of waves can be equally 
satisfying. Despite the chilling 
temperatures of the water in the 
winter, surfing at this time of the 
year is as rewarding as it is fun.
This winter surfing will change 
on the Monterey Peninsula. It’s 
about to see a mixture of north­
ern and southern swells that will 
bring the surf around CSUMB to 
new heights.
Dave “the Wave” Winans, has 
been surfing here since he started 
going to CSUMB. “My favorite spot 
is Lover’s Point (Pacific Grove),” 
said Winans. “It’s kinda like a crazy 
wave where they jack up real quick, 
a big, beefy wave.” Lover’s Point is 
just one of the beaches he recom­
mends in the wintertime.
“In Pacific Grove you have 
Otters and China Bowl which 
are between Lover’s point and 
Asilomar,” Winans said. Usually 
in a northern swell Moss Landing
PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY SARA DOWEJoe Otter catches a wave on a longboard.
gets really good. Big Sur has a 
few good spots as well.”
These beaches are great for 
people who have experience 
swimming in the ocean and surf­
ing in rough seas. Winans recom­
mends going north for calmer 
seas for beginners.
Foam long boards can be 
rented from surf shops right 
next to the beach in Santa Cruz. 
Long boards are also for rent 
and wetsuits from Adventure 
Connections on campus for an 
entire weekend. Surfboards for
the weekend cost $15, while a 
wetsuit for the weekend is $7.50. 
There is no deposit needed at 
Outdoor Recreation; all students 
need is their Otter Card.
“We have four and a half inch 
boards for the real beginners and 
normal long boards for more expe­
rienced surfers,” said Sam Shragge, 
a freshman that works at Outdoor 
Recreation. Thick boards are easier 
to keep balance on and are very 
forgiving to beginning surfers.
Point breaks in Santa Cruz, 
similar to Pleasure Point and the
Golf
... from page 7
As is the case with the entire 
athletic program, the women’s 
team will not be able to com­
pete in this year’s NCAA Div. 
II regional and national tour­
naments, due to CSUMB’s 
provisional status in their new 
conference and association.
“I am a little upset. But it’s 
only one tournament, and I’m 
going to try and qualify for the 
U.S. Open instead,” said Murphy.
The next two years will likely 
be building years, strength­
ening the team for the chal­
lenges awaiting them in the 
CCAA and NCAA Div. II.
Last spring the otters finished 
12th at the NAIA Women’s 
Golf National Championship 
in Daytona Beach, Fla. 
Sophomore Mariko Miranda 
blasted a 257-yard drive at 
the finals, finishing one stroke
Junior Mane Williams nails a long drive 
ahead of Murphy to finish 32nd.
When it comes to their success, 
the Otter golfers direct much of 
the credit to their coach. “Coach
PHOTO BY MIKE GALLO
Juergens is very supportive and 
well known in the golf commu­
nity. She has a long career in 
golf and is very professional.”
Hook, have waves that are much 
calmer than a wave caught at 
Asilomar in PG. Near Capitola, at 
Sunset/Manresa Beach, there are 
great places to learn how to surf.
There are two Web sites that are 
helpful in determining whether or 
not the surf is going to be big.
The site has Monterey Bay 
wave models that quickly tell the 
surfer an estimated swell fore­
cast. They also have buoy reports 
that are more often updated tell­
ing wave height and duration. 
Weather band radios are another 
inexpensive way to get up to date 
wave and storm information on 
the go.
The Adventure Connections at 
CSUMB can help with all of this. 
They plan surf trips for all levels 
of skill. The trips include a board, 
wetsuit, two days and two nights 
with camping gear, and food dur­
ing the weekend trip.
They also plan one-day surf 
instruction in Santa Cruz for $65. 
This includes a surfboard, wetsuit and 
transportation to and from CSUMB.
“If you don’t know how to surf 
we can teach you,” said Shragge. 
“If you do, you will have just as 
much fun hanging out with your 
fellow otters.”
They can be reached at 
csumb.edu/adventures or stop by 
Building 93 for more information.
Fall Sports
... from page 1
senior Jill Bach’s digs ending in 
backward somersaults, and fresh­
man Christine Ricketts’ match 
winning spike that careened back­
ward off a Penguin defender’s 
head towards the basketball hoop.
“It was a good confidence 
builder for us,” said junior defen­
sive specialist Jennifer Holda. “I 
think we’re going to surprise a lot 
of teams.”
Holda believes even the losses 
are a valuable experience because 
“it’s teaching us to play at a 
higher level.”
The Otters continued to look for 
the winning formula last weekend 
on their southern California road 
trip. CSUMB started strong in both 
matches , but fell in four games to 
both Cal State Dominguez Hills 
and Cal Poly Pomona (Pomona is 
undefeated in conference play).
Athletic Events
To post an event, e-mail Darrell 
Hirashima via First Class
Friday, Oct.1
Women’s Volleyball 7 p.m. 
Otters vs. Cal State Stanislaus 
Warriors @ the OSC.
Saturday, Oct. 2
Women’s Volleyball 7 p.m. 
Otters vs. Chico State 
Wildcats @ the OSC.
Cross Country 2 p.m.
CSUMB Invitational
‘Pinnacles Day Hike 8 a.m.- 
5 p.m. Rock climbing, bird 
watching and hiking.
Wednesday, Oct. 6
President’s Cup Golf 
Invitational 12 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 8
Soccer Doubleheader 12:30/3 
p.m. Otters vs. CSU San 
Bernardino Coyotes @ the 
Soccer Complex.
‘Yosemite Hike and Rock 
Climb Fri. 5 p.m.-Sun. 6 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 9
Center Court with Wooden 
and Newell: An Evening with 
the Legends 5 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 10
Soccer Doubleheader 12:30/3 
p.m. Otters vs. UC San 
Diego Toreros @ the Soccer 
Complex.
Monday, Oct. 11
Women’s Soccer 12 p.m. 
Otters vs. Seattle Pacific 
Falcons @ the Soccer 
Complex.
Thursday, Oct. 14
Late Night w/ the Otters 11 
p.m. Late night festival, seat­
ing starts at 10:45 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 15
Women’s Volleyball 7 p.m. 
Otters vs. Cal Poly Pomona 
Broncos @ OSC.
*Go to www.csumb.edu/adven- 
tures for info on these events.
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Visions from the past: campus concepts not realized
By Alex Chapman, Staff Reporter
Alexander_Chapman@csumb.edu
Fanciful, imaginative visions of a CSUMB 
that might have been rest silently on barren, 
whitewashed, concrete walls. Students pass 
in unending parade, tired eyes resting on 
framed phantasms.
On display in the Campus Service 
Center are three color and two black 
and white architectural concepts sketched 
out in early 1995 by Sasaki Associates, 
Inc. of San Francisco. Standard university 
symbols were transposed onto the bleak 
landscape of the decommissioned Fort 
Ord, producing images of a glass rotunda 
in the Main Quad, a clock tower topping a 
residence hall and alternative versions of 
the main flagpoles.
Manager for Advancement Services Richard 
Westing described the works as the “vision of 
the campus before we had a campus.”
Associate Vice President for External 
Relations Stephen M. Reed explained the 
reason this original vision never materialized 
was financial. “Every dollar we had was put 
toward putting the rubber on the road.”
Founded in 1953 by Hideo Sasaki, the 
interdisciplinary firm’s stated approach 
is that every project be put in its cultural,
Vaguely resembling CSUMB’s Main Quad, a sketch done in 1995 illustrates the vision for campus architecture and surrounding landscape. The Main Quad was supposed to 
feature a glass rotunda as its focal point with lush, green foliage to compliment it.
historical, geographical, environmen­
tal, social and economic context. Sasaki 
Associates was the prime consultant for 
planning architecture, landscape archi­
tecture and urban design for CSUMB’s 
Master Plan and won a merit award in 
2000 for this work from the American 
Society of Landscape Architects.
Following the rules:
Lengthy procedures create 
challenges in booking events
By Kimber Solana, Staff Reporter
KlMBERRY_SOLANA@CSUMB.EDU
SKETCHES BY SASAKI ASSOCIATES
Another drawing planned for a clock tower over a campus dormitory.
Facing what is now Buildings 1,2, and 3, another view of the Main Quad's rotunda and flagpole is shown.
When Sabrina Hill, a senior TAT major, 
decided to show her film series at the BBC 
this year, she didn’t realize that some things 
have changed and she was required to do so 
many things just to be able to show it.
“It is so much work and I have to get 
signatures from so many different people. 
It feels like I am just running around in 
circles,” Hill said.
To put on a show before, it was a matter 
of filling out a single sheet of paper. Now, 
when on-campus bands want to play at 
the BBC, they have to pick up a Student 
Activity Request (SAR) form at Building 
12 and turn it in to Mary Anne Drummond, 
the Student Activities Coordinator, site the 
venue, take the SAR to the BBC, and make 
sure the date of the performance is open.
As for off-campus bands, they are 
required to show proof of insurance and 
fill out more paperwork compared to how it 
used to be. Many variables are involved in 
the cost of insurance, but it can range from 
$75 to $700. Though CSUMB has seen 
some pretty big bands that can fill up the 
place, a lot of the bands are still small and 
POLICIES continued on page 12
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A Short Story
Waiting for the Sky
Part 2
By Adam Joseph, Staff Reporter
A well-groomed man in a nicely ironed, County Police uniform 
opened the cell door. His obnoxious smirk showed off the bottom 
halves of two rabbit-sized teeth. He stood with a reformed posture, 
constantly adjusting his belt. “I want everyone in here to line up in 
the hallway, single filed, hands out in front of you. You will follow 
me, turn in your garments, and get your bed linens. No talking!” 
He said.
To me, getting bed linens meant a longer stay, longer than the 
period of a single day. I thought maybe if I were sleeping, the time 
would pass faster. But I didn’t want to sleep without knowing when 
I would be finished doing this time.
The officer looked at us like we were all lepers and bottom feed­
ers. Panic-stricken, I asked the officer if I had a chance of getting 
out before the lights went out.
He looked at me like I was a child asking for a $100 to spend in 
a toy store. He took a deep breath like he finished a job well done 
that day, and said, “No one’s leaving tonight unless bail is posted, 
and that takes eight to twelve hours.”
Eight to twelve hours, what was that? Twelve hours was a plane 
ride to London, half of a day, and a hell of a long time to wait for 
something like freedom.
Earlier that day I had notified my heartbroken parents of the 
arrest. Through all their weeping, they told me they’d come bail 
me out as soon as possible. I hadn’t planned on exceeding a twelve- 
hour time frame.
/ was in the 




The worst kind of 
nudity.
All sixty-five of us lined 
up in a single file line with 
our hands in front of us. We 
were then lead into a room 
where we were informed 
to strip. There was not one 
hint of homoeroticism pres­
ent. I was in the presence 
of dirty, hairy, acne-scarred, 
wounded, gangrened, uncir­
cumcised, nudity. The worst
•------------------------- ------— kind of nudity. As 1 stood
there stark naked in the cold, I felt my manhood shrivel up like the 
legs of a polio victim.
I received my new clothes, which consisted of bright orange 
pants, a bright orange shirt and a pair of confining white underpants. 
I looked around the room at everyone in their brand new, matching 
clothes that glowed like a sunset over Newark, New Jersey. I felt as 
though the purpose of the new clothes was merely another way of 
being reminded that our stay might be an extended one. The color 
orange became my most hated color in a matter of minutes.
I was then led to my room where I was to stay on this unexpected 
vacation. I entered the cold, cafeteria-esque room. Metal framed 
bunk beds formed lines and aisles that seemed to span more than 
one million miles. The colors of the room were bland enough to 
have sucked all the creativity out of the Renaissance. The ceilings 
were cathedral, towering over an orange carpet of guilty men.
I spent the following day of my life on a thin plastic mattress try­
ing to sleep, dosing off and on. I didn’t have any dreams though. I 
waited to be able to gaze into the sky and to have dreams again.
Read part 3 of "Waiting for the Sky" in the next issue!
Visiting directors showcase 
work in three-part film series
By Nick Noble, Staff Reporter
NlCHOLAS_NOBLE@CSUMB.EDU
Lights! Camera! Action! These 
words are familiar to the members 
of CSUMB’s Teledramatic Arts & 
Technology (TAT) club. But on 
two nights in the coming weeks 
the tables will be turned. After 
a long day of behind-the-scenes 
work, film majors and other stu­
dents can sit back and enjoy the 
fruits of someone else’s labor.
The TAT Club and Events 
Workgroup will screen films by 
several renowned filmmakers. A 
controversial documentary by Sam 
Green will be shown Oct. 27 at the 
UC Ballroom, and Kia Simon’s 
experimental work will be shown 
Nov. 30 at the Black Box Cabaret.
Green’s “The Weather 
Underground” debuted at the 
Sundance Film Festival in January 
of 2003. Working in conjunction 
with Chicago-based documen­
tary filmmaker Bill Siegel, Green 
uncovered the history of the 
Weather Underground: a group 
of radicals who tried to overthrow 
the US government in response to 
the Vietnam War and attempts to 
stifle the Civil Rights movement. 
The film won the San Francisco 
Film Festival’s Golden Gate 
award for Best Documentary 
Feature, and was nominated for
FILM STILL COURTESY OF SNEAKYLITTLESISTER.COM
Visiting filmmaker Kia Simon directed the music video (film still, above) for San Francisco techno duo, Momu. 





will be shown 
7:30 p.m. Oct 27 
in the University 
Ballroom. The 
catered event will 
begin with an 
introduction by 
TAT spokesper­
son Sabrina Hill, 
a screening of 
the documentary, 
and then a Q&A 
session with Sam 
Green himself.
Kia Simon 
will have a film 
presentation 
event Nov. 30 at 






documentaries and music vid­
eos. Several institutions, includ­
ing the LA International Short, 
have awarded her outlandish 
documentaries. Her music videos 
have been on rotation for MTV 
and MTV2. Free downloads are 
available through her Web site at 
sneakylittlesister.com.
www.StrangePictures.com
GRAPHIC COURTESY OF MICHAEL LEE BARLIN
The TAT Club and Events 
Workgroup recently presented 
“The Pig Farm,” Michael Lee 
Barlin’s first film shot on 35mm 
film. This 25-year-old filmmaker 
was so determined in his quest 
to finish production of “The Pig 
Farm” that he sold his car to 
fund it. The strange plot consists 
of cash-deprived 
pig farmers who 
accept money 
from the mob 
in exchange for 
burying bodies in 
the pig pens. “The 
Other, OTHER 
White Meat” 
trailer and more 




eager to meet 
people established 
in the field or just 
looking for some 
entertainment, 
the showings are 
something students 
should checkout.
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the PIG FARM
and the other, OTHER, white meat
A FILM ABOUT
a hick, a hitman,
Arts & Essence
History in the making: San Jose Taiko to perform
By Marian Muhammad, Staff Reporter
Marian_Muhammad@csumb.edu
Don’t be alarmed; it’s not really thunder or 
lighting, but the ancient Japanese sounds of 
San Jose Taiko.
Taiko, meaning “big drum” has been 
performed in various places throughout 
the world such as Japan and China; now 
CSUMB’s World Theater has made the list. 
On Thursday, Sept. 30 at 7:30 p.m. every­
one is invited to experience this musical 
phenomeon as the San Jose Taiko group 
takes center stage.
Over 2,000 years ago, the beating of the 
Taiko was viewed as a sacred ritual to the 
Japanese. According to Roy Hirabayashi, 
managing director, performer, and compo­
sition writer for San Jose Taiko, Taiko orig­
inated in China, later spreading to Japan, 
Korea, India and finally making its way to 
the United States in the 1950s. Roy and PJ 
Hirabayashi established San Jose Taiko in 
1973 becoming the third recognized group 
in Northern America.
There are many different traditional uses 
for the Taiko in Japan. The Taiko was used 
to help harvest crops; the strong thunder­
ous sounds the drums produced was said 
to motivate rain to help the crops grow. 
According to Catsweb.org it was believed 
that by imitating the sound of thunder, the 
spirit of rain would be forced into action.
In the San Jose Taiko performance, the 
sounds of the drum are used as “sound 
effects for thunder, lightning or someone 
walking across the stage,” said Hirabayashi.
Taiko performance groups continue to flour­
ish throughout the United States and in Japan.
“There are 4,000-5,000 groups in Japan”, 
said Hirabayashi; “there are over 150 Taiko 
groups in the United States” he said.
As taiko made its way over to the United
States the traditional usage of the drums 
made its transition from a ritualistic art 
form to a dynamic performance used to 
entertain various audiences. Today taiko 
performances are often found in festivals 
and parades. According to Hirabayashi 
there is both a classical and festival use of 
taiko; the festival use was adopted in the 
United States.
The Japanese taiko (drum), which is the 
dominant instruments used in taiko perfor­
mances, is carved out of a single piece of 
wood. Many taiko performers in the United 
States make their own drums using wine 
barrels and cowhide. Some other instru­
ments used in San Jose Taiko performances 
are Japanese bamboo flutes and Philippino 
gongs. Taiko performances are not only 
aural but also visual; some performances 
include dancing and singing.
San Jose Taiko has 14 members in their 
group, although they “normally tour with 
eight,” said Hirabayashi. The number of 
performers in each Taiko group varies 
depending on the location. The smallest 
groups range from 4-5 performers and 
larger groups generally range from 18- 
20 performers. Taiko has become more 
popular on college campuses where groups 
range from 30-35 performers.
The spirited performers in San Jose Taiko 
make efforts to expand the boundaries of 
how Taiko is performed. A variety of musi­
cal styles such as Afro-Cuban, Brazilian, 
and Jazz are integrated into their perfor­
mance. Taiko performers are expected to 
be fit and go through physical and musical 
training to develop themselves. Hirabayashi 
said, “form is really important to develop.”
San Jose Taiko has developed its own 
unique way of performing and would like 
to get their audiences involved in perform­
ing taiko, “it is important to educate people 
about what taiko is,” Hirabayashi said.
Dawn Gibson-Brehon, 
director of the present­
ing program and World 
Theater was happy 
about finally being able 
to bring this group to 
campus after 2 years. “I 
think it is important to 
get an understanding of 
the history of this art 
form,” said Gibson- 
Brehon. The perform­
ers hope to make taiko 
become a world musical 
art form with aspirations 
of it someday inspir­
ing a world drumming 
movement.





-Fresh quality, reasonably 
priced produce and 
-Many other unique goods 
-EBT& WIC happily accepted
Marina Transit Station 
280 Reservation and De Forest 
Across from the Marina Post Office 
For more information, please call 
831.384.6961




unknown and this can present a problem
“When it comes to insurance, these bands 
don’t have those,” Vito Triglia, the Events 
Workgroup chair, said “They’re bands with 
a day job.”
Such insurance is needed from anyone who 
provides any sort of service to CSUMB such 
as construction workers and performers.
These requirements have also affected 
the numbers of shows being put on. There 
is now a longer, more formal, and more 
detailed contract that has made scheduling 
performers more difficult.
Triglia said, “It has made things harder, so 
we’re putting on less events, unlike last year 
when we put on a major show each week.”
Drummond explained, “It makes it more 
time consuming because now events must 
be planned further in advance. This has 
caused some consternation because people 
have been used to being able to do things at 
the last minute.”
Hill states that such a process “deters 
students from planning events on campus.” 
With less activities and shows to go to, 
Hill added, “[Students] just go to the apart­
ments to get drunk instead.”
But to others, it’s a matter of liability. 
According to Richard Taylor, director of
Business and Support Services, “It’s not that 
we came up with something new; it’s just 
that we’re now following the guidelines.” 
Taylor added, “We want to make sure we 
have the appropriate paperwork that protects 
the campus and the performers.”
Though she thought that the process 
was time consuming, Drummond further 
explained, “The old system was causing 
problems with the Purchasing Department 
because they were not being given enough 
time to process the paperwork for payment. 
This did not bode well for the reputation 
of CSUMB and also was stressing out the 
accounting people.”
Drummond said, “It is my understand­
ing that [the old system] was a very nega­
tive ‘mark’ on the evaluation done when the 
Division had their yearly CSU system audit.”
The people involved with the processes 
are now simply trying to deal with the 
policies that are now being enforced. Even 
with the more complicated paperwork, 
Triglia has been able to book bands from 
around the world such as The Slackers 
from New York City and the Red Elvises 
from Siberia.
“[The policies] slowed us down, and 
everyone is doing the best they can. So the 
Events Workgroup needs more help than 
ever, ” Triglia explained, “It’s a process that 
would be difficult if I didn’t have the sup­
portive staff and administrators that I do.”
Including the Candidates running for Mayor of Seaside and 
Marina as well as the 4th District Supervisor.
Come listen to the candidates as they 
discuss their positions,
share their visions of|the future Fort Ord, 
and answer questions from the audience.
Monday, October 11, 2004 
California State University, Monterey Bay 
      University Center Ballroom
7:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Refreshments will be provided!
For disability related accommodations or sign language interpreters please contact
Nicole Roscoe at 831-884-0412 or EmailNicole_Rosene@CSUMB.edu
Shake, Rattle and Roll
Everyone was surprised when on Tuesday, Sept. 28, during the 
campus Emergency Earthquake Drill, and actual rumbler shook the 
grounds. The 'real' quake, centered near Parkfield, CA, measured a 
5.9 on the Richter scale.
'Casualties' of the 'fake' quake (left) await treatment. An 'injured' 
student (above) is carried out of a building on a backboard.
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A VISION OF FORT ORD
Arts & Essence
A night on the town, CSUMB style
By Erin Lawley, Editor-in-Chief 
Erin_Lawley@csumb.edu 
and Paul Wetterau, Staff Reporter
Paul_Wetterau@csumb.edu
Books and papers about diversity 
are scattered about in disarray, 
then a shriek wails, “Woo-hoo, 
no more classes! Dollar cosmos 
downtown sister.”
Downtown Monterey is the place 
to be Thursday nights. Clubs blare 
loud music as two popping clubs 
tantalize students with $1 drinks. 
Club Octane and Doc Ricket’s 
Lab host a “college night” helping 
broke college students keep their 
wallets a little less empty.
Although- Doc’s packs a crowd 
on a regular basis, not every­
one enjoys their scene. Michelle 
Vallentyne, a TAT senior described 
it as “a cross between a meat mar­
ket and a middle school dance.”
Doc’s is in the process of 
changing a few things, from 
music to the crowd itself. They’re 
trying to cater more to the local 
community such as CSUMB
“Were you ever attracted to Bugs 
Bunny when he put on a dress and 
played girl bunny?” asked Garth 
to Wayne as they lay sprawled 
atop the hood of Garth’s flame 
embellished Pinto.
If your answer would have 
been, “Hell yes, that little tease.” 
or something along those lines, 
then you just might be a part of a 
wide-spread movement of fetish­
ists known as Fumes.
Fumes are basically people who 
get off on dressing up like animals 
with humanized characteristics.
If you’ve ever been to an amuse­
ment park, chances are you have 
seen someone dressed the way a 
Furry would be dressed.
Clad in synthetic, shaggy fiber 
jumpsuit with a cumbersome and 
almost grotesquely large animal 
head sitting precariously atop their 
troubled, troubled shoulders.
students, who are not subject 
to the cover charge Thursday 
- Saturday when they present 
their student IDs at the door.
They are now open Monday 
nights at 6 p.m. for Monday night 
football games. $2 domestic draft 
beers and free BBQ would tan­
talize any sports fan. Tuesday 
nights are great for all the coun­
try bumpkins out there. Major 
recording artists frequent Doc’s 
on those nights and perform for 
a minimal cover charge. All of 
which is donated to the St. Jude’s 
Children’s Charity.
At Club Octane, don’t expect 
to walk in slovenly dressed or 
with tennis shoes; a dress code is 
strictly enforced.
“The boss likes to call it ‘upscale 
dress code,”’ said Ryan Hallam, a 
Club Octane employee..
Club Octane does have a cover 
charge of $11 on Saturday nights 
but Thursdays and Fridays are free 
as long as a student ID is shown.
Under the black light at Octane, 
don’t be surprised to see Derek 
Zoolander wannabes nodding to
The difference between that 
sweaty, disgruntled person at the 
amusement park and a Furry, is 
that the amusement park worker is 
being paid to wear that ridiculous 
costume and the Furry is not.
Most Fumes make their own 
costumes, dropping anywhere from 
hundreds to thousands of dollars 
perfecting the childishly twisted 
masquerade that is the basis for 
their social and sexual lives.
Some Fumes just chill in their 
house, dressed as anything from a 
shark to a fox, while others take the 
fur to the streets and gather in mas­
sive herds at Furry conventions.
ConFURence, one of the larg­
est and most widely known Furry 
conventions, was held yearly in 
California, but the sick, fuzzy 
bastard who put it on decided to 
quit this year and throw the bone 
to another group of seemingly
music, exposing their cheekbones, 
looking in the mirror and mutter­
ing, “There’s more to life than 
being really, really ridiculously 
good-looking.”
Those who wore their one good 
suit congregate at Lallapaloozas 
and sip Grey Goose martinis. At 
Lala’s, as the regulars like to call 
it, customers expect tasty martinis 
and cocktails of any variety imag­
inable. Their tall and super drinks 
are reasonably priced too.
Across the street, The Mucky 
Duck offers an extensive selection 
of beer on tap along with over 30 
bottled brews. After bouncers exten­
sively check IDs, many patrons 
stand in line to get to the back patio 
for some music. Many of the regu­
lars enjoy the patio, which has a full 
bar, a large fire pit and wall heat­
ers to keep those drunkards warm 
Drinks aren’t over-priced and they 
have generous pours.
Monday at the Duck, one can 
sing his heart out for karaoke. 
Tuesday nights are quiz nights and 
Wednesday is their college night. 
Various drink specials are offered
intelligent but deeply abnormal 
folks, with names such as Grey 
Wolf and Aloha Wolf.
Yes, that’s completely normal. 
Just think of what it would be
like if the only way you could get it 
up and get it wet was if your entire 
body was covered with a fur suit, 
making you near unrecognizable to 
yourself and to your partner.
Thursday - Saturday nights.
Down the street, Viva’s show­
cases local music in one room 
and caters to conversation in their 
mellow lounge room. They have 
live reggae music weekly and 
other bands most nights.
“One night we sort of brought 
our own party to Viva’s and had 
more fun there than any of the 
other bars we’d been to that 
night,” Vallentyne said.
Viva’s is usually less crowded 
than the other locales, but for 
some it’s the perfect environment 
for socializing.
“I really like the atmosphere,” 
said Jaylene Appelbaum, a TAT 
senior. “It’s just a chill place 
where you can actually meet peo­
ple and have a conversation since 
the music’s not as loud as at Doc’s 
or the Duck.”
No matter what students’ tastes 
are, downtown Monterey has what 
they’re looking for. From dancing 
the night away at Doc’s or drink­
ing on the patio at the Duck drink 
specials are to be found and taken 
advantage of.
Fumes, stop pretending to be 
something you can’t ever be and 
love yourselves. Like X-Tina 






To post an event please email 
Michelle Burke via FirstClass
Thursday Sept. 30
San Jose Taiko. Combining 
African, Balinese, Brazilian, 
Latin and jazz music, San 
Jose Taiko creates a truly 
unique sound inspired by tra­
ditional Japanese drumming. 
7:30 p.m. World Theater. $10 
for CSUMB students w/ ID;
$22 discount and groups; $25 
general admission. Contact 
World Theater Box Office at 
582-4580.
Friday, Oct. 1
“Retrofied 80s Dance.” Enjoy 
the decade of excess featur­
ing DJs D Anaya, Fun-K, and 
Jesus Ruvalcaba. 80s dress 
code enforced. Lip-sync con­
test @ 7:30 p.m. Dance at 
8 p.m. BBC. Contact Events 
Workgroup via FirstClass.
Friday Oct. 1
Out of Your House! Support 
local bands The Nancy Boys 
(rock), Last Night (indie), and 
Finding Solace (metal) in 
Downtown Monterey. Ages 21 
and up. 9 p.m. Lava Lounge. 
Free Admission.
Wednesday Oct. 6
City of God screening at the 
BBC at 7:00 p.m.
Thursday Oct 7
“Spider-Man 2.” RHA 
Thursday Movie Night. 10 
p.m. World Theater, Building 




Club Night at the BBC at 
8:00 p.m.
Friday & Saturday Oct 8-9
2nd Annual Street Painting 
Festival at the BBC.
Saturday Oct. 9
Local Band Night at the BBC 
at 8:00 p.m.
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The debate: Should CSUMB be so politically correct?




If you feel like you’re tiptoeing on egg­
shells that’s because you are! Have you 
ever heard the rule, which states, if you 
want to remain friends try not to get in 
heated debates about politics and reli­
gion? I find this rule true most of the 
time, and I have actually lost friends 
because of religious and political debates.
It’s no secret CSUMB has an agenda- 
and part of that agenda is incorporating 
a multicultural community. I am amazed 
that CSUMB can teach such emotionally 
charged topics as slavery, homelessness, 
violence in the media, and many other 
politically incorrect subject
matters, without the whole 
campus falling apart.
A truly multicultural 
community rarely happens 
naturally. This can lead us 
to feel that we are not con­
versing coherently with 
each other. Also, our class 
discussions, community 
based service learning, 
and reflection assignments 
cause us to assess our val­
ues and shed our ignorance 
more than ever.
Some students feel that 
in the midst of these noble 
goals that class discus­
sions are stifled due to a 
lack of off-the-cuff, quick 
responses. Most likely this is because pro­
fessors and students fear hurting others' 
feelings, so they use politically correct 
jargon to express themselves instead.
It may feel like we are lying to each 
other, because in most any other day-to- 
day situation P.C. terminology wouldn’t 
be used. It is, however, necessary for us in 
order to accomplish the goals that CSUMB 
has in mind. To create a world where 
people of all cultures and nationalities can 
converse coherently and freely together is 
a beautiful idea and worth giving a shot- 
even if it means we have to tailor our words 
carefully as to not hurt others feelings.
The professors have been extremely 
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Lighten up and speak your mind.
The effect of this 
multicultural agenda 
can be frustrating 
but it does have a 
positive effect. Multi­
cultural sororities 
and fraternities exist 
now, and groups of 
all different races of 
people party, study 
and even make bands 
together.
helpful in facilitating this kind of learning 
environment. In a majority of the classes I 
have had, professors have been sensitive to 
the fact that topics on the agenda may not 
be “Kosher.”
The effect of this multicultural agenda 
can be frustrating but it does have a posi­
tive effect. Multicultural sororities and 
fraternities exist now, and groups of all 
different races of people party, study and 
even make bands together. One reason 
this seems to succeed here is because of 
CSUMB’s multicultural agenda. Some 
of the hard feelings, which these topics 
usually incite, have been 
shed through these some­
what awkward classroom 
situations that CSUMB 
puts us through.
So let’s not complain 
about the excess usage of 
P.C. terminology. I know 
many students that chose 
CSUMB, came here 
because they found a hope 
in its agenda. Maybe it 
is a little uncomfortable 
debating and talking in our 
classrooms - but doesn’t it 
feel good in some cheesy 
way to know we are all 
working towards a better 
world here?
Hopefully one day we 
won’t have to call it a multicultural commu­
nity anymore, hopefully it will just be a com­
munity, with one strong and unified culture.
Have you ever sat in class and kept your 
mouth shut about something because you 
didn’t want to be reprimanded by your 
professor for disagreeing? Perhaps your 
opinion on the issue would hurt someone’s 
feelings or possibly be un-P.C. Now that’s 
just not allowed here at good of CSUMB.
Well it should be! People at this school 
need to lighten up a little bit and stop wor­
rying so much about what other’s think. If 
you have an opinion about something, you 
should feel free to say whatever you want.
Telling someone he's an imbecile may 
be a tad overboard, but letting him know 
what he is saying is coming out of left field 
should be encouraged, not
punished. I’ve sat in class 
where a fellow student dis­
agreed with the professor 
and he was asked to leave 
the classroom because he 
was being disrespectful.
But he wasn’t; he was just 
speaking his mind.
Why does everything 
have to be a political issue?
The open forum posts on 
FirstClass about Tuesday’s 
earthquake became politi­
cal. Come on people, it 
was an earthquake, not a 
presidential debate. People 
at this school get so offended by the slight­
est of things.
When someone disagrees with you, they 
aren’t being critical of who you are as a 
person; they simply disagree with you. 
Don’t take a contradictory opinion so per­
sonal. Remember: “Sticks and stones may
No!
By Erin Lawley
break my bones, but words will never hurt 
me.” These are words to live by.
This school is so liberal, if someone, 
thinks even a smidge to the right they are 
chastised to no end.
The Republican club couldn’t even find 
a professor willing to advise them. There 
aren’t any Republicans on campus? That’s 
right, they wouldn’t be hired if they weren’t 
“open-minded democrats.”
But isn’t it close-minded to assume 
you’re always right without hearing what 
the other side has to say? Close-minded? 
Not CSUMB.
CSUMB’s mission statement is, “To 
build a multicultural learn­
ing community founded 
on academic excellence 
from which all partners 
in the educational pro­
cess emerge prepared to 
contribute productively, 
responsibly, and ethi­
cally to California and the 
global community.”
How can we be prepared 
“to contribute productively 
and responsibly” in life if we 
can’t bother to hear the other 
side of the story? You can’t; 
the mission statement is a 
facade. Yes, I said facade.
Open Forum is a cesspool of people 
ranting and raving about mindless topics 
pretending they’re actually important. This 
is the perfect place for those who are too 
chicken-shit to show their faces.
Any given day a thread with a ridiculous 
subject will be started. Currently we have 
“Guys Suck,” and “All bitches are bitter 
whores” Now if this isn’t mindless crap, 
I’m not sure what is.
Students, if you have an opinion about 
something, talk about it. Discuss your side 
of an issue in class. Raise that hand of 
yours and participate. Perhaps even write a 
letter to the editor or a guest opinion piece, 
that way more than the regular self-righ­
teous socially inept folks will hear what 
you have to say.
Hey Otters — We're college students; we all have opinions.
We want to hear what you have to say...good and bad!!
Write a letter to the editor or submit a guest opinion piece 
for publishing in The Otter Realm. Send all letters (up to 300 
words) and opinion pieces (up to 600 words) to 
Erin_Lawley@csumb.edu.
Submissions may be edited for content and length.
When someone 
disagrees with you, 
he isn’t being critical 
of who you are as a 
person; he simply 
disagree with you. 
Remember: "Sticks and 
stones may break my 
bones, but words will 
never hurt me.”
Unable (unwilling?) to come out of the White House closet
Let the readers of the Realm suppose for a 
moment that Vice President, Provost Diane 
Cordero de Noriega and President Peter 
Smith supported a ban on lesbian and gay 
marriages for the students of CSUMB.
Suspend disbelief for a brief period and 
pretend that this super conservative ban 
was a serious possibility on our little, lib­
eral campus.
Then, allow the mind to wander even 
further and imagine that Noriega had a les­
bian daughter with a long-time life partner 
who was working in her office.
As improbable as this scenario might 
seem, it has been the case in the Cheney/ 
Bush camp since the beginning of what 
some call the hijacked election of 2000.
Dick Cheney, a conservative 
Republican and the Vice President under 
the administration of the cowboy boot 
clad George W. Bush, has a committed, 
intelligent, professionally successful and 
respected, gay, lesbian, fully-out-of-the- 
closet daughter.
Mary Cheney, a former gay advocate in 
big business, now sits silently in shadow of 
the announcement by Bush not to back gay 
marriage, now or ever.
Otter Oops 
• In our September 16 issue, The Otter Realm accidentally gave credit to Matthew Fox for 
the “UAW union represents students” article on the front page. Alexander Chapman was the 
author of this piece.
• The photo on page 16 of Jessica Sanchez was taken by Adam Joseph, not Chad Ghiron.
• In the “Women Otters look for footing” article on page 6, Heidi Shinault was misidentified as 
a women’s soccer coach. Erin Roberts is the head coach and returning for her fourth year. 
The photo was of Rachel Petlowany not Rachelle Jones. The current captains are Megan 
















Since Bush’s vocal objection to the 
San Francisco sanctioned gay and lesbian 
marriages in the beginning of 2004, civil 
rights advocates have come together and 
formed dearmary.com, a Web site where 
the Internet surfing population may come 
and write postcards to Mary Cheney about 
her silent support of Bush and her father 
in their attempts to constitutionally end 
gay marriage.
So close to the next presidential election, 
what is Mary Cheney thinking and how 
many shades of gray, black and blue is she 
battering herself into over the issue of gay 
marriage and her father’s administrations 
attitude towards same-sex unions.
Should Mary continue to collect salary 
as her father’s campaign advisor, shifting 
her political weight around uncomfortably, 
squirming as she watches Bush attempt to 
destroy any chance she may have to make 
her long-time union official in the eyes of 
church and state? Which, by the way, are 
completely separate in the Bush/Cheney 
administration.
One moment please, while we perform 
the difficult operation of removing our 
tongues from our cheeks.
Or does the Realm have it all wrong 
and is Mary Cheney just fine to cash her 
check, sleep with her girlfriend, go hunt­
ing with her dear old dad and never bring 
up the fact that she is a member of the 
group of people who Bush is trying to 
stop from ruining the “sanctity” of our 
American marriage ideal?
Another possibility is Mary is trying to 
affect change from the inside. Is it pos­
sible Mary Cheney has managed to gain 
the trust of the Bush administration and 
is now stalking about the White House 
compound, collecting data for the struggle, 
taking down the Man in true stealth, Green 
Beret style?
It is not unbelievable Mary Cheney is 
using her buttoned-up blazer and demure, 
















Mary Cheney in a wild, untamed jungle 
of pasty men and antique female politicians 
must navigate her way through the bush, 
using only her cunning and intellect to 
stay above the murky, fear infested, West 
Nile Virus panic breeding waters, in this 
extreme War on Terror ™.
In any case, the Realm wishes Mary 
Cheney good luck. Whatever Mary 
Cheney is doing, she’s doing it under 
a million microscopes. It can’t be easy 
to be the only gay girl at the conserva­
tive picnic your father and his friends 
are throwing.
The Realm’s advice to Mary Cheney: fix 
yourself a cold, stiff drink, spray on some 
OFF! with Deet and stay away from open 
flames and suspicious, white powders. You 
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Spotlight on Sabrina Hill: 
The passion of the producer
By Adam Joseph, Staff Reporter 
Adam_Joseph@csumb.edu
At the apex of her cosmic curls 
and infinitely bodied hair lay a 
fertile mind, lucid, innovative, 
and passionately imaginative.
Before Sabrina Hill, a senior 
TAT student, came to CSUMB, 
she took a career aptitude test 
that came back with very surpris­
ing results. Hill always knew she 
was creative but never consid­
ered going to film school until 
the results of her test were dis­
cussed with her.
Right from the start, Hill 
embraced and utilized every 
opportunity and resource offered 
to students in the CSUMB TAT 
filmmaking concentration.
“I’m pretty much involved in 
just about every program in the 
TAT department,” Hill said. “As 
far as free time, that’s all used for
working on our movies.”
Hill is the president of the 
TAT Club and also the brains 
behind the new TAT Web site. 
Hill also completely organized a 
three part film series coming to 
CSUMB this fall, which includes 
a discussion with an Academy 
Award nominated documentary 
filmmaker, Sam Green, follow­
ing a showing of his film, “The 
Weather Underground.”
Besides all of Hill’s avid partici­
pation in the TAT department, she 
also lends her artistic hand to other 
campus events. This Halloween 
she is one of the coordinators 
helping with the ever-so-popular 
annual CSUMB Haunted House.
Though Hill is a senior, she 
estimates her graduation will be 
in the fall of 2005.
“I just think that extra semester 
will really make a difference in the 
quality of my capstone project.”
Hill truly values what her cap­
stone could do for her budding 
career upon graduation, after see­
ing another student’s career suc­
cess aided with an impressive 
CSUMB capstone.
“I really enjoy the challenge 
and the creativity that can go 
into regulating all the differ­
ent people involved in making 
a film: the casting, the hiring 
of the director and everything,” 
Hill said of her aspirations to 
become a film producer.
This past summer Hill had her 
first taste of the film business as 
a publicity intern. Next summer 
she has been invited to do an 
internship with Rhino Films, an 
up-and-coming independent film 
company affiliated with Rhino 
Records.
Sabrina exemplifies the stu­
dent that is led by passion and 
passion alone.
PHOTO BY ADAM JOSEPH
Person On Campus
What is your favorite nighttime hot spot?




“If you don’t have any money, go 
to asilomar when the moon’s up, it 
makes a reflection across the water.”
Thomas Pohlmann
JUNIOR - TMAC
“My extremely hot bathtub sur­
rounded by outdoor heater, with 
heat packs strapped to my ears, 







“Parties or cannery row.”
“The Zoo! The animals at night 
are INCREDIBLE! Totally hot 
for sure.”
“My hotspot every night is the 
retirement home; those grannies 
sure know how to get down with 
their walkers!”
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